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‘A NEW HAPPENING’
 
A collaboration between photographer Gavin Watson 
and artist Sunil Pawar.

Watson’s RAVE photography series famously 
captured the energy of the rave / warehouse party 
scene of the late Eighties/early Nineties in England.

Pawar’s ‘remix’ artworks tell the story from the 
same viewpoint but providing an alternate aesthetic, 
building on Watson’s bold monochrome imagery
providing the photos with a heightened tenacity, 
returning the portraits ‘back into the dance’. 

This capsule collection features five of Watson’s 
photographs together with five of Pawar’s artworks.

2018



“The whole skinhead thing was getting a bit strained. 
There were no options for most of us, unless you wanted 
to get married and have a kid. We still felt young enough 
that we didn’t want to disappear into mature life. Rave 
came along at just the right time. All our friends went to 
the raves, and those who didn’t fell by the wayside.

It felt like there was a massive urge to get to these raves. 
Everyone who was anybody was involved. It was 
important—we marched in London and changed the 
licensing laws. If it had been a purely working class thing 
they would have stomped on us, they would have trod-
den us into the f**king ground. But it wasn’t, there were 
middle-class people and even f**king Lords going to these 
raves. Everyone was involved, they couldn’t stop it. The 
police just didn’t understand it. They had never had to deal 
with hundreds of people having a good time in a field.

As a person I am very enthusiastic, but I am always a bit 
outside of things. It was a fantastic release. It didn’t take 
much to go there, but it’s not like I suddenly decided that 
I was going to put on a smiley face t-shirt and a bandana 
and “become a raver”. It just sort of happened, the other 
stuff fell off me. We still had our skinhead mates, but ev-
erything changed, really. It didn’t take much to make the 
transition”.

Gavin Watson   2018

“My first experience was seeing the scene from the 
organiser side of things, I was 15 and was taken to a 
party by a crew who were working the nights. 
I remember having a go controlling the laser gun and 
lighting panels high up in a massive abandoned warehouse 
in East London. I had been obsessing about the music 
played by listening to the pirate radio stations on my 
small JVC tape player at home so to hear the same tunes 
on a massive 40K rig blew my mind, from what I can re-
member The DJ cut the music and dropped Roy Ayers 
‘Everybody loves the Sunshine’ the place went wild. The 
next thing I knew I was outside in the freezing cold air 
being bundled into the back of a car, covered in blood.

I had fallen from the lighting scaffold a few flights up and 
must have blacked out, I couldn’t go to casualty as they 
would have asked too many questions, so someone took 
me home and carried me through the door. I still carry a  
scar from the night .

The artwork, the music, the projections. To this day 
creatively, everything that leaves my studio is an indirect 
result of that night, so this body of work we have created 
is taking things full circle. I told my mate Gavin this story 
down the pub and he said f***ing hell we gotta do some-
thing together, so we did...”

Sunil Pawar  2018
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SUNIL PAWAR  

In the late Eighties, at the age of Fifteen, Sunil Pawar 
skipped school one afternoon and walked into the Cam-
den offices of music legends, Soul II Soul with a bag full 
of paintings, he sold every one of them. Present day and 
Sunil is an exhibiting artist as well as an award winning 
illustrator/ art director working across a broad range of 
creative fields, from collaborating with Japanese fash-
ion brands and Hollywood film houses to London pirate 
radio stations.

Alongside his canvas works, inspired by Walter Gropius’ 
multi disciplinary German Bauhaus movement from the 
1920s, he lends his unique style across a broad range 
of outlets including print illustration, fashion and digital, 
providing a varied and progressive style of art studio 
practice.

Painting and djing since the mid Nineties, Sunil is 
currently a resident DJ at The Royal Academy.

He was born and bred in London town and is partial to a 
nice plate of pie and mash.

GAVIN WATSON

Gavin Watson was born in London in 1965 and grew up 
on a council estate in High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 
He bought a Hanimex camera from Woolworths in his 
early teens and began to take photographs. Upon leav-
ing school at the age of sixteen, Watson moved back 
to London and became a darkroom assistant at Camera 
Press. He continued to photograph his younger brother 
Neville and their group of skinhead friends in High Wy-
combe.

The ‘Wycombe Skins’ were part of the working-class 
skinhead subculture brought together by a love of ska 
music and fashion. Although skinhead style had become 
associated with the right-wing extremism of political 
groups like the National Front in the 1970s, Watson’s 
photographs document a time and place where the 
subculture was racially mixed and inclusive. His photo-
graphs were published in the books Skins (1994) and 
Skins and Punks (2008), and the director Shane Mead-
ows cited them as an inspiration for his film This is Eng-
land (2006). In 2011 and 2012 Watson photographed 
campaigns for Dr Martens and began an on-going project 
with the singer Plan B.
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OUTREACH

Gavin Watson is one of the most famous chroniclers of youth culture in Britain. 
He has given numerous talks and lectures centred around his iconic 
photography worldwide. 
Sunil Pawar regularly guest lectures about his studio practice and the links 
between the visual arts and music. He is currently a sessional lecturer at 
Ravensbourne in Creative fashion promotion.

MUSIC INSTALLATIONS

SLDM900 reggae dub siren installation, The Stern Pissarro Gallery London. 
SpeakerBoxx, The Reebok Lounge. 
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